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September — October, 1952 


FRIENDS OF WORLD COUNCIL 
TO HONOR HENRY LEIPER 


The annual meeting of the Friends of the 
World Council of Churches, to be held at 
Broadway Tabernacle Church, New York City, 
on Friday, Nov. 21, will be a special tribute to 
Dr. Henry Smith Leiper as he rounds out nearly 
twenty-five years of work on behalf of the 
ecumenical movement, and leaves his position 
as Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council, to return to the Congregational Board 
as Secretary of the Missions Council. Speaking 
on “The World Council in Retrospect and Pros- 
pect, Dr. Leiper will recall experiences, achieve- 
ments, and problems of the past quarter of a 
century. 

Two other speakers will discuss subjects of 
timely interest: Miss Anita Fraser, speaking on 
“Pick and Shovel Ambassadors,” will tell of her 
experience at a World Council work camp in 
Europe. Dr. Elfan Rees of Geneva will discuss 
“The Century of the Homeless Man.” 

The meeting will start with luncheon at 
1 p.m. ($2) and continue until 4 p.m. Reserva- 
tions can be made through the New York office 
of the World Council (156 Fifth Avenue— 
WA 4-8551). Members are urged to bring 
friends. The legal meeting will be very brief. 
The “Friends of the W.C.C.” Corporation is 
made up of all persons who contributed to the 
support of the World Council of Churches dur- 
‘ing the preceding calendar year. 


Appointment— 


Dr. Douglas Horton has 
been requested by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches 
“to give general oversight 
to the New York office 
during the next few 
months,” following Dr. 
Leiper’s resignation. The 
Executive Committee paid 
highest tribute to the service Dr. Leiper has 
rendered the ecumenical movement. 


The new Secretary for Faith and Order is to 
be the Rev. Robert Nelson of The Methodist 
Church (U.S.A.). Dr. Nelson is noted for his 
efforts in enlisting widespread cooperation in 
study work among students, especially as Study 
Christian 


Secretary of the United Student 
Council. Dr. Oliver Tom- 
kins, former Secretary of 
Faith and Order, resigned, 
once more to work within 
the Church of England in 
a teaching capacity. He 
continues to serve as the 
chairman of the important 
Faith and Order “working 
committee,” 


THE 


The Third World Conference on Faith and 
Order, meeting at Lund, Sweden, August 15-28, 
challenged the churches to throw off the “apathy 
and laxness” which has kept the churches from 


rising to meet the needs of the world. At the 
same time the theologians called upon indi- 
vidual Christians around the world humbly to 
return to “the only springs of mercy and power” 
and warned that “the separate histories of our 
churches find their full meaning only if seen in 
the perspective of God’s dealings with his whole 
people.” The “Word to the Churches,” which 
formed the first chapter of the official findings, 
as well as other documents concerning the con- 
ference, have already been widely quoted in 
church publications. The full official report will 
soon be available for study and comment. We 
confine ourselves, therefore, in this issue of the 
Ecumenical Courier to giving a few glimpses 


of “the human side” of the conference. 


One of the dramatic and beloved figures was 


Archbishop Yngve T. Brilioth, President of the 


Conference. Here he is on his way to the open- 
ing session of the Conference. 
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Outside the building where the main session 
were held, delegates assume stances that reflec 
their independence of thought rather than thet 
equally noteworthy ecumenical attitudes. 


Swedish children were ardent autograph seek 
ers. Here Dr. Olive Wyon, only woman “con 
sultant,” pauses between sessions to sign a 
album for one of them. 


The popular King and Queen of Sweden took a 
lively interest in the Conference. Here they 


listen to a story of ecumenical achievement. 


:# Theologians, like everyone else, like to see them- 


selves in pictures. Thousands of photographs 
went home in ecumenical suitcases for publica- 
tion in church magazines around the world. 


(left) 


Hungarian delegates took an active part in the 
theological discussions. Here Bishop Bereczsky 
leaves the Akademiska Foereningen, where the 
unofficial discussions took place over well-laden 
smorgasbord tables. Attending the Conference 
1 were also representatives from Czechoslovakia 
, and East Germany; also four officially appointed 
Catholic observers. 


The Swedish population of all ages took hos- 
pitable interest in the ecumenical guests and 
did their best to make them feel at home. An 
American delegate cements international re- 
lations with a young Swedish admirer. 


oy i 
The closing service in the 12th Century Lund 
Cathedral was a dramatic occasion, participated 
in by priests and ministers of the various tradi- 
tions represented in the World Council of 
Churches. Each morning during the Conference, 
worship services were held according to the 
traditional rites and customs of one of the major 
families of churches, All participants in the 
Conference were invited by the Archbishop to 
partake, at the Sunday morning service, of Holy 
Communion according to the rites of the 
Swedish Lutheran Church. The theme for the 
Faith and Order section of the Evanston Assem- 
bly of the World Council will be “Our Oneness 
in Christ and Our Disunity as Churches.” 


Deduct as You Give! 


NEWS FLASH: New federal legislation now 
permits the taxpayer in figuring his income tax, 
to deduct 20% of his gross income, instead of 
15%, for contributions to “charitable, educa- 
tional, religious, and other tax-exempt organi- 
zations.” 


No doubt this good news is somewhat offset 
by the irksome fact that few Christians will 
think they can afford to make contributions on 
that scale. However, it will serve as a reminder 
that even the Department of Internal Revenue 
recognizes and respects the good will which 
prompts people of all income categories—large, 
small, or in between—to support worthwhile 
enterprises that necesasrily must rely on the 
generosity prompted by that good will’ The 
World Council of Churches is one of those 
enterprises. 


We have the assurance of Holy Writ that 
“the Lord loveth a cheerful giver’—perhaps the 
thought of the 20% deduction may make giving 
even more cheerful; who knows? Remember, 
therefore: deduct—and give! Make checks to: 
Friends of the World Council, Inc. 


—A.H.F. 


BEQUEST FORM 

Friends of the World Council who de- 
sire to perpetuate by a legacy their 
interest in the Ecumenical Movement, 
may use this simple form of bequest: — 

I give and bequeath to the Friends of 
the World Council of Churches, Inc., 
incorporated under Section 30 of the 
Membership Corporation Law of New 
York State on January 27, 1943, the 
sum of 


Dollars ($ ) 


to be applied to the use and purpose of 
said corporation. 


(Attested signature ) 


Legal Notice of Meeting of 
FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the 
FRIENDS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES, INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Friday, November 21, 1952, at the Broadway 
Tabernacle Church, 56th Street and Broadway 
(entrance at 211 West 56th Street), New York 
City. At this meeting business will be trans- 
acted, reports of the years work made, and 
members of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER 
Secretary 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthl 
bulletin published by the World Council ¢ 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churche 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsi 
Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relation 
editor. The Council unites 158 Anglican, Orthe 
dox and Protestant communions in 43 countrie 
Neither: the COURIER nor the World Council ¢ 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted i 
its columns. 


PENTECOST 1953 FALLS ON MAY 24—A TIM 
TO TELL THE STORY OF THE CHURCH’S 
CALL TO MISSION AND TO UNITY. 
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—and other ecumenical meetings 


NYKOBING— 


Phe Executive Committee of the World Coun- 
il of Churches met at Nykobing, Denmark, 
August 11-13. They concerned themselves large- 
y with preparations for the forthcoming en- 
arged Central Committee meeting at Lucknow, 
india, December 31, 1952 to January 9, 1953, 
ind with appointment of Commissions for the 
steparatory work related to the Second Assem- 
sly of the World Council of Churches, Evanston, 
Winois, August, 1954. 


OXFORD— 


i. O LE 4 
The Commission on the Life and Work of 
omen in the Church met at Oxford, England, 
eptember 8-13. President Sarah Chakko (left) 
f Lucknow College, India, was reelected chair- 
nan. The Commission said that women’s partici- 
ation—or lack of participation—in the total 
rogram of the Church is not just an academic 


WILLINGEN— 


The International Missionary Council, meeting 
at Willingen, Germany, brought 200 delegates 
from 50 countries—one-half of them from the 
younger churches. Emphasized was the dual 
aspect of the calling of the Church—to mission 
and to unity. Among the leaders were Dr. G. 
Baez-Camargo, Dr. John Mackay, Dr. Charles 
Ranson and Dr. David Moses. 


question but affects the whole witness of the 
Church in the world today, and therefore calls 
for urgent consideration and implementation at 
all levels of Church life. 


—at the national 


LONDON— 


The genial Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geof- 
frey Fisher, presided over the Tenth Anniver- 
sary meeting of the British Council of Churches 
in London, September 23-26. The final service 
filled St. Paul’s Cathedral to the doors. Dr. Cam- 
eron Hall, of the Department of Church and 
Economic Life, National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., brought fraternal greet- 
ings from the churches of America. 


STUTTGART— 
The annual Kirchentag brought hundreds of 
thousands from the west zone of Germany to 
the week-long celebration at Stuttgart. At the 
last moment only a limited number of pastors 
were permitted to come from the east zone. At 
the final worship service German deaconesses 
passed through the throng that covered the 
hillside, gathering the offering in their ample 
aprons. 


level, 


ST. ANDREWS— 
The Scottish Ecumenical Association meeti 
at St. Andrews, Scotland, September 15-18, ce 
cerned itself primarily with the questions relat 
to the Commission on the Life and Work 

Women in the Church. The work of this Co 
mission will be the Association’s major conce 
during the coming months. 


bo ~ d aie WE ge > a a : 
WORK CAMPS— 
Typical of World Council work camps in | 
rope, Asia and America was this project 
Berlin. About 32 young Protestants from H 
land, Italy, Switzerland, France, and East < 
West Germany, Great Britain and the Uni 
States participated. These young folks are cle 
ing the site for a Christian students’ center 
Eichkamp, a suburb of west Berlin. About 
Americans between 18 and 30 participated 
W.C.C. overseas workcamp programs. 


[5] 


